
THIRD ADVENT SUNDAY | HOLY EUCHARIST & ADVENT WREATH 
Rejoice in the Lord always, again, I will say, Rejoice. 
About this Gathering 
Welcome to Advent from the Latin Adventus meaning “coming” or “visit.” Advent awaits Jesus’ first 
coming at his birth on Christmas and anticipates Jesus’ second coming at His return. Please add 
your voice to worship, prayer & song! 

Prelude | Text 
Lighting the Advent Candle 
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare 
ourselves to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the 
Son of God lying in a manger. Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
	 Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved: 
	 O Lord God of hosts. 

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord: 
	 And grant us your salvation.	 
Hymn 74 | Blest be the King whose coming 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Blessed are you holy and living one. 
	 You come to your people and set them free.  Amen.  
	 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you and worthily praise 
your holy name; through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Song of Praise - S-100 | Trisagion or Thrice Holy 

Collect 
God be with you. 
	 And also with you. 
Let us pray.   
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 
sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 | Power and tenderness unite in God’s relation with people to produce final victory and great joy. 
A Reading from the Book of the prophet Zephaniah. 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel. Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The 
Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is 
in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear, O Zion; do 
not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness; he will renew you[a] in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival.” I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says 
the Lord. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.   
	 Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 679 | The First Song of Isaiah 
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Philippians 4:4-7 | Paul encourages Christ-followers to live joyful lives. 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi.  
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.	  
	 Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 76 | On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Luke 3:7-18 | John preaches the good news of forgiveness and a coming new relationship with God. 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
And the crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none, and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
So with many other exhortations he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
The Gospel of our Savior. 
	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 
	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Prayers of the People 
1 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Surely, it is God who saves us; therefore, we joyfully pray to 
the Lord, God our salvation:  
	 Thank you. 
2 Though hindered by our sins and in need of your bountiful grace and mercy, you never leave us. You are ever in 
our midst. Renew your Church in love (Please add your thanksgivings silently or aloud.)  God our salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
3 Make your deeds known among the people, O God. Save the lame; gather the outcast. May the exiles know 
home and all people know your peace (Please add your petitions silently or aloud.) God our salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
4 May your springs of salvation renew the earth. Heal our planet and restore in us a sense of responsibility and 
gratitude. God our salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
5 Merciful God, in this time of excess and consumerism, call all people to act justly and generously. Grant that 
those without coats be clothed and those without food be fed. God our salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
6 O God, you have done great things. With thankful hearts we pray to you for those burdened by shame, grief, or 
weakness. Be for them a stronghold and a sure defense (Please add your intercessions silently or aloud.). God our 
salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
7 God our salvation, gather us, with all those who have died, into your sacred heart. Grant us to sing your praises 
for all eternity (Please add your remembrances silently or aloud.) God our salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
In the mighty name of Jesus we pray: God our salvation: 
	 Thank you. 
Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
	 God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied 
your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves 
us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
	 And also with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION | Please share Communion with us 
Offering | An Invitation to Joy & Gratitude | Give in Person with Offering Basket, by US Mail or Online. Gifts received are 
blessed with prayer. 
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Hymn LEVAS 245 | We have come into His house 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Then the King will say, “I’m telling the solemn truth:  
	 Whenever you did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me — you did it to me.” 
God be with you. 
	 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
	 We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. 
	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made 
ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a parent cares for their children, you would not 
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  And so this day we join with Saints and 
Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

Hymn S-124 | Holy, holy, holy 

 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 
reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet 
we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice 
of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 
	 We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory. 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is 
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  Pour out your Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and 
make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time bring 
us, with Mary Magdalene and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 
the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
	 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 
	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread | Jesus remember me | Sung 1 time 

Communion 
God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.  
	 Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 
Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us. Let us 
feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Following Jesus’ prophetic example to welcome everyone to His table,  
St. Mary’s welcomes everyone to take communion with us. 

Post Communion | Jesus remember me | Sung 3 times 
Sending Prayer 
Let us pray together.  
	 Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
Blessing Over the People 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

+	 +	 +	 +	 +	 +	 + 
St. Mary’s Guild | In the City • For the City 

King’s Day / Epiphany Celebration King’s Cake & Hot Chocolate on Friday, 01/03/25 
For 600 school students & staff • 10 Morning & 5 Afternoon Classes 

King’s Cakes; Swiss Miss Hot Chocolate; Cups & Napkins 
Cost = US$700 = US$47 per classroom Or US$1.20 per serving 

Raised = US$479 
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Live-streaming Disclaimer:  
The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  

Service material from riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2024 Church Publishing Inc.  All rights reserved.  
Copyright material from  “A New Zealand Prayer Book” is used with permission.  

Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

“Planning for Rites and Rituals”, Logos Bible Software, Sermons That Work, a ministry of the Episcopal Church’s Office of 
Communication and This Sunday at Trinity are sources for commentary and sermon.



Hymn LEVAS 14 | Soon and very soon 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 
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