
LAST EPIPHANY | HOLY EUCHARIST 
At Jesus’ mountaintop transfiguration, God proclaims again “This is my Son, the Beloved” and adds “listen to him!”. 
About this Gathering 
Revelation, light and illumination are the themes of the Epiphany Season expanding on the incarnation message of Christmas 
and the yearning and anticipation of Advent. During Epiphany we hear the clarion message that Jesus is for all people and that 
all means all. Please add your voice to worship, prayer & song! 

Hymn 518 | Christ is made the sure foundation 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD	 	  
Opening Acclamation 
God’s bright glory will shine 
	 And everyone will see it. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord, alleluia: 
	 God is the Lord; the one who has shined upon us, alleluia. 
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Song of Praise | Gloria, gloria, gloria | Sung twice. Your choice of language. 

Collect 
God be with you. 
	 And also with you. 
Let us pray.   
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to 
us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be 
changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

2 Kings 2:1-12 | Elijah’s ascension in to heaven and the commissioning of Elisha as his successor. 
A Reading from the Second Book of Kings. 
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way 
from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the 
Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets 
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master 
away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the Lord has 
sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came 
to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Then 
Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went 
and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle 
and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from you.” Elisha 
said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing, yet if 
you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking 
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when 
he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.   
	 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 50:1-6 | The psalmist focuses on the meaning of sacrifice. 
Let us read Psalm 50 responsively.  
The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *  
	 he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *  
	 God reveals himself in glory. 
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Our God will come and will not keep silence; *  
	 before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm. 
He calls the heavens and the earth from above *  
	 to witness the judgment of his people. 
“Gather before me my loyal followers, *  
	 those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *  
	 for God himself is judge. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 | Paul continues to defend of his apostolic ministry stating that he preaches to make God known. 
A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Church in Corinth. 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing clearly the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’s sake. For it is the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.	  
	 Thanks be to God. 

Hymn LEVAS 18 | Swing low, Sweet Chariot 
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Mark 9:2-9 | Mark and Peter’s account of Jesus’ transfiguration echoing God’s appearance to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as no one on 
earth could brighten them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

The Gospel of our Savior. 
	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon 
Creed Affirmation of Faith | Nettleton 

Prayers of the People 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
	 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
	 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
	 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
	 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
	 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For lay ministers, bishops, priests, deacons, pastors and ministers; 
	 For all who serve God in the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially…  Hear us, Lord; 
	 For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially… We will exalt you, O God our King; 
	 And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, especially… that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your 
loving-kindness be upon them; 
	 Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
	 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
	 And also with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION | PLEASE SHARE COMMUNION WITH US 
Offering  
An Invitation to Joy & Gratitude | Ways to Give: Offering Basket; marymagdaleneanglican.net; Click Donate Now; Mail a check; Zelle. 
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Hymn LEVAS 188 | It Is Well with My Soul  

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
	 Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
God be with you. 
	 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
	 We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. 
	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.  You laid the foundations of the 
world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and 
gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we sing 
with joy: 
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WLP 785 | Santo, santo, santo Holy, holy, holy | Sung twice. Your choice of language. 

 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as a 
light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you 
gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a 
fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, 
reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all 
of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for 
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ: 
	 Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed Mary 
Magdalene and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in 
Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
	 Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray boldly in our chosen language and voice. 
Please pray the Lord’s Prayer boldly in the version and your language choice. The version below is optional. 

	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking the Bread & Communion 
The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 
	 The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. One body are we, alleluia, for 
though many we share one bread. 

Following Jesus’ prophetic example to welcome everyone to His table, St. Mary’s welcomes everyone to take communion with us. 
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Sending Prayer 
Let us pray together. 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ 
and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in 
the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the 
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Burying the Alleluia 
St. Mary’s keeps the ancient practice of fasting from singing or speaking “alleluia” through the forty days of Lent. So we “bury” the alleluia on this the last Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday. 
O God, make speed to save us, alleluia, alleluia. 
	 O Lord, make haste to help us, alleluia, alleluia. 
“Alleluia” is Greek for “Praise the Lord.” 
	 Our God is a loving God, worthy of praise. 
The faithful people of God praise God for the great deeds God has done. 
	 God created us out of dust, restored the land, took Israel out of exile, spoke through the prophets, and gives 
hope and forgiveness through his Son, Jesus the Christ. 
The Book of Psalms contains “Hallels” or special chants. These hymns of praise were sung on each step going 
up to the Temple during festive celebrations and pilgrimages. 
	 Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol the Lord, all peoples! For great is the Lord’s steadfast love toward us; and 	 	
	 the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord. 
Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy temple. 
	 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord, Hallelujah. 
We have much for which to be thankful. But there is not always joy in our lives. There is sadness and loneliness 
in the world. Sometimes we need time to think. Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness praying to God. Lent is 
our forty days of quiet time to prepare for the mystery of Easter. This is a time when we do not say “alleluia” in 
worship. The “Alleluia” is reserved for the great festive celebration of Easter. 
	 How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? 
Almighty God, you bid your faithful people to rejoice in praise, but also to repent and reflect in silence. Give us 
grace and courage to devote our hearts to you and to love others as you would, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, forever and ever. Amen. 
Blessing Over the People 
May Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and may 
God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be upon you, and the Spirit’s outpouring be within you, now and 
always. Amen. 
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10AM, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2024 
ASH WEDNESDAY | THE HOLY EUCHARIST & THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
We repent of our sins and pray for forgiveness. 

About this Gathering 
Ash Wednesday invites us to the observance of a holy Lent by preparing for Holy Week and Easter.  Lent is a time of 
reorientation, return and renewal.  It is a time to recommit to striving to be the people we want to be in response to 
God’s self-giving love in Jesus the Christ.  There is no “one-size-fits-all” Lenten discipline; however, as Christ-followers 
we are all called to reflect on our common need to renew our repentance and faith. 



Hymn LEVAS 226 | Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace and love in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 
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