
ORDINARY TIME: PROPER 20 | HOLY EUCHARIST

God’s graciousness for all people is beyond human understanding.

About this Gathering

Ordinary Time, or the “green, great, growing season”, stretches from the end of May to November.  The season’s steady, week-by-week 
pattern echoes the life of Christ-followers as we strive to live out our baptism vows and grow into the likeness of Jesus the Christ. 
Please lift your voice in hymns, worship and prayer!


Hymn 516 | Come down, O Love Divine




















THE WORD OF GOD	 	 

Opening Acclamation

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

	 Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen.
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MASKS & GATHERINGS

“So we may be exiting the public 
health emergency, but we haven’t 

left the public health threat.” 

As Covid emergency ends for the 
WHO & USA, the response shifts 

to peacetime mode. So, while 
masks at Gatherings are now 

optional, St. Mary’s asks that for 
the protection of others, people 
with cold or other  symptoms to 
please wear a mask or worship 
online until symptoms clear.



Song of Praise | Gloria, gloria, gloria | Sung twice. Your choice of language.


Collect

God be with you.

	 And also with you.

Let us pray.  


Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are 
placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


Jonah 3:10--4:11

Jonah exhibits concern for the withered plant which pales in comparison to God’s concern for the humans and beasts living in Nineveh.

A reading from the book of Jonah.


When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity 
that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.


But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not 
this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that 
you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 
And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it 
right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The Lord God 
appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a 
worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the 
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for 
me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 
“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor 
and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.  

	 Thanks be to God.


Psalm 145:1-8

An invitation to praise God’s greatness, love of people, justice and presence.

Let us read Psalm 145 responsively.

1I will extol you O God my king: * 

	 I will bless your name for ever and ever.

2Every day will I give thanks to you: * 

	 and praise your name for ever and ever.

3You are great O Lord, and worthy of all praise: * 

	 there are no bounds to your greatness.
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4One generation shall praise your works to another: * 

	 and proclaim your mighty acts.

5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty: * 

	 and of all your marvelous works.

6People shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds: * 

	 and I too will proclaim your greatness.

7They shall pour out the story of your abundant kindness: * 

	 and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion: * 

	 slow to anger and abounding in love.


Philippians 1:21-30

For Paul, both life and death are under the rule of Christ; however, life includes the opportunity to serve Christ further.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi.


For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet I 
cannot say which I will choose. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better, but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that, by my presence again with you, 
your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel and in no way frightened by 
those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 
For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 
since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.


Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.	 

	 Thanks be to God.


Hymn 671 | Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
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Matthew 20:1-16

The parable of the laborers in the vineyard or, by another name, the parable  of the generous employer.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and 
he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last 
the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”


The Gospel of our Savior.

	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.


Sermon

Creed | Hyfrydol
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Prayers of the People

Sisters and brothers, turn for help to the Lord your strength and constantly seek God’s presence. Let us pray to 
our generous God, saying, “Lead us with gladness, O God; cover us with shouts of joy!”


Generous God, you have chosen us to do the work of your heavenly reign; you have called us to labor in your 
vineyard. With grateful hearts, we offer to you the best of what we have.

	 The people add their thanksgivings, followed by silence

Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


Generous God, you hear the cry of the hungry. Give bread to all those who face starvation. Use us, as you will, to 
relieve suffering in our world.

	 Silence

Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


Generous God, you make rivers run in dry places. You have blessed this earth with bountiful resources. Open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.

	 Silence

Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


Generous God, there is enough reign of heaven work for everyone. Give us eyes to see the opportunities in our 
own neighborhood. Guide us that we may live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

	 Silence

Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


Generous God, you hear the cries of the desperate. Marvelous are your works, O God. May the sick and 
suffering rejoice in you. May the sorrowful call upon your name.

	 The people add their petitions and intercessions, followed by silence

Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


Generous God, living is Christ and dying is gain. May those who now rest from their labors find their comfort in 
you. Let light perpetual shine upon them.

	 The people add their remembrances, followed by silence

Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


In the name of Jesus we pray. Lead us with gladness, O God;

	 Cover us with shouts of joy!


Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins to God.

	 God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that 
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.


Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.


Peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.

	 And also with you.
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HOLY COMMUNION | PLEASE SHARE COMMUNION WITH US
Following Jesus’ prophetic example to welcome everyone to His table, St. Mary’s welcomes everyone to take communion with us. So, as Jesus the Christ 
commands his Church to “Do this for the remembrance of me.”,  St Mary’s gathers in person or remotely to follow this command believing that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit the Word of God is proclaimed and the bread and wine at the church table and at your home become for us the holy sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Christ.


Offering 

An Invitation to Joy & Gratitude | Ways to Give: Offering Basket; marymagdaleneanglican.net; Click Donate Now; Mail a check; Zelle.

Hymn 321 | My God, thy table now is spread 








The Great Thanksgiving

O Lord our God, yours is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. 

	 For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

God be with you.

	 And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

	 We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all 
places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. You are the source of all life and goodness; 
through your eternal Word you have created all things from the beginning and formed us in your own image; 
male and female you created us. When we sinned and turned away you called us back to yourself and gave your 
Son to share our human nature. By his death on the cross, he made the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the 
world and freed us from the bondage of sin. You raised him to life triumphant over death; you exalted him in 
glory. In him you have made us a holy people by sending upon us your holy and life giving Spirit. Therefore with 
the faithful who rest in him, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great 
and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing:
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WLP 785 | Santo, santo, santo Holy, holy, holy | Sung twice. Your choice of language.





All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is 
given for you; do this to remember me. After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it 
to them and said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember me.


	 Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth; your resurrection we proclaim; your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus.


Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, his suffering and death, his resurrection and 
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life and this cup of 
salvation. Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive may be to us the body and blood of 
Christ, and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, may be renewed for the service of your kingdom. 
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of 
everlasting praise.


	 Blessing, honor and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now and for ever. Amen.


As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray boldly in our chosen language and voice.

Please pray boldly the Lord’s Prayer version of your choice and language. The contemporary version below is optional.


	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen.


Breaking the Bread & Communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Behold what you are.

	 May we become what we receive.

The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. Amen. | The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation. Amen.	 

	 We come forward take the Bread and, for those who choose, the Wine.  St. Mary’s upholds the Doctrine of Concomitance that the fullness of communion is 
available by receiving either the holy bread or wine or both.

Sending Prayer

Let us pray together.


	 Holy God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word and sacraments and encouraging 
us in our gathering together. Take us and use us to love and serve you and all people in the power of your Spirit 
and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our savior. Amen.


Blessing Over the People

God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. 
Amen.
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Hymn 541 | Come, labor on


     










Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.

	 Thanks be to God.
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